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Figure 5- Income issue at the time of choosing major and now
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Figure 6- Job and study opportunity abroad in architecture
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Figure 7- Choosing architecture or not for the second time
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Table 3- Data coding
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ABSTRACT

In recent years, the desire for studying architectural engineering in Iran has been increased despite
the decrease in the mathematics-physics volunteers. This article seeks to analyze the change in
attitudes and perceptions towards selecting architecture as a major before and after graduation. To
achieve the purpose of the research, qualitative research method and semi-structured interview tools
with students in different levels, professional architects and university professors are used to collect
data. The results of the study show that almost all the interviewers had chosen this major intentionally
and not randomly based on their “interest". "Having both scientific-artistic dimensions", "growing in
the artistic family context" and "gaining social prestige" have been the other main reasons for selecting
this major. However, most graduates do not recommend selecting this major due to market downturn,
lack of job opportunities, and low income. Meanwhile, the income issue was not generally considered
when selecting the major. In this study, selecting architecture major for the second time was
questioned in case of going back to the past, and a significant difference was observed between the
students’ group and the graduates. According to the results, while the majority of graduates, including
postgraduate and doctoral students, professional architects and instructors, did not select architecture
again due to the undesirable market and conditions for studying or working abroad, the majority of the
student group will select architecture again. The results of this study indicate that students had selected
architecture major by interest and with sufficient knowledge about the nature of the major, but still
there is no accurate picture of the realities in professional market and for continuing education abroad.
Therefore, it is necessary to provide more detailed knowledge for students interested in architecture
with focus on income, professional market in the country and abroad and also chances for continuing
education abroad.

Keywords: Architectural Engineering, Architecture Market, Field of Study, Major Selection.



